
ABSTRACT

Intact survival is a medical phrase that denotes a patient’s
survival following critical care hospitalization that does not include
residual neurologic impairments. First proposed as the ideal neu-
rodevelopmental outcome for prematurely born infants in the late
1950s, it remains a commonly cited neurologic outcome goal in
the medical literature for patients of all ages. A clinical focus on
intact survival, however, may have unintended consequences when
neurologic outcomes are uncertain, contributing to a fallacious
understanding of neurodevelopmental impairments and detrimen-
tally impacting families whose children suffer neurologic disability.
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